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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 1 1426 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL UR, SO, ET 

SUBJECT: SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON OGADEN CONFLICT 

SUMMARY: SOVIET SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON HORN OF 
AFRICA HOSTILITIES IN AUG. 7 CENTRAL PRESS ATTEMPTS TO SHOW 
SOVIET INTEREST IN MAINTAINING GOOD RELATIONS WITH BOTH 
ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA, BUT INDIRECTLY CRITICIZES SOMALIA 
BY REFERRING TO "SO-CALLED" WESTERN SOMALI LIBERATION 
FRONT, AND BY NOTING PARTICIPATION OF REGULAR SOMALI 
MILITARY UNITS IN CONFLICT. MOSCOW'S HINT OF POLITICAL 
COMPROMISE MAY BE COVER FOR MOSCOW'S URGENT NEED TO 
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END HOSTILITIES BEFORE IRREPARABLE DAMAGE IS DONE TO 
SOVIET-SOMALI RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . "DEEP CONCERN" IS TITLE OF AUG. 7 STATEMENT ON 
HORN OF AFRICA HOSTILITIES BY SOVIET COMMITTEE FOR 
SOLIDARITY WITH ASIAN AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES. STATE- 
MENT: 
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- NOTES CONFLICT IN EASTERN ETHIOPIA BETWEEN 
ETHIOPIAN TROOPS AND DETACHMENTS OF NATIONAL MILITIA 
ON ONE HAND AND UNITS OF "SO-CALLED" LIBERATION FRONT 
OF WESTERN SOMALIA ON OTHER. "WIRE SERVICES" ARE 
CITED ON PARTICIPATION OF REGULAR UNITS OF SOMALI 
ARMED FORCES; 

- SAYS ATTEMPT TO BREAK OAU PRINCIPLES ON TERRI- 
TORIAL INTEGRITY AND PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS 
ONLY PLAYS INTO HANDS OF IMPERIALISTS WHO, ALONG 
WITH REACTIONARY REGIMES, ARE INCITING CONFLICT 
BETWEEN TWO "PROGRESSIVE" REGIMES TO DETRACT 
ATTENTION FROM PRIMARY TASKS IN AFRICA; 

- DECLARES THAT SOVIET SOCIETY, WHICH HAS ALWAYS 
RELATED WITH SPECIAL SYMPATHY TO SOMALI AND ETHIOPIAN 
PEOPLE, EXPRESS DEEP CONCERN OVER OUTBREAK OF 
FRATRICIDAL ARMED CONFLICT BETWEEN TWO STATES 
FRIENDLY TO SOVIET UNION, AND; 

- CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE CESSATION OF ARMED ACTS, 

BEGINNING OF PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOAL OF SEARCH- 
ING, "IN SPIRIT OF ANTI-IMPERIALIST SOLIDARITY", FOR 
POLITICAL SOLUTION TO TERRITORIAL DISPUTE. 
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2. AUG. 7 PRAVDA PRINTS STATEMENT SIDE BY SIDE WITH 

TASS YAOUNDE REPORT ON OAU MEETING TO DISCUSS CONFLICT. 
FOREIGN NEWS AGENCIES, SAYS TASS, POINT OUT ACTUAL PAR- 
TICIPATION OF SOMALI MILITARY UNITS IN BATTLES IN 
SOUTHEAST ETHIOPIA. 

3. COMMENT: SOVIETS HAVE STILL NOT DIRECTLY TAKEN 
PUBLIC SIDES IN CONFLICT, BUT SARCASTIC REFERENCES 

TO "SO-CALLED" LIBERATION FRONT AND REPEATED MEDIA REF- 
ERENCE TO PARTICIPATION OF SOMALI ARMED FORCES IS CLEAR 
INDICATION THAT SOVIETS FAVOR ETHIOPIAN SIDE IN DISPUTE. 

ON OTHER HAND, SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE'S HINT OF POLITICAL 
SOLUTION TO TERRITORIAL DISPUTE IS DESIGNED TO TAKE THE 
DIPLOMATIC HIGH ROAD AND SUGGESTS SOVIETS DO NOT WISH 
TO SEE "MILITARY" RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT. WHETHER MOSCOW 
REALLY BELIEVES SOMALIS OR ETHIOPIANS WOULD BE AMENABLE 
TO A POLITICAL SOLUTION NOW IS PROBLEMATICAL, BUT MOSCOW 
DOUBTLESS WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO END ACTUAL FIGHTING 
BEFORE POINT IS REACHED AT WHICH IT WILL HAVE TO APPLY 
PRESSURE TO SOMALIA, THUS WORSENING SOVIET-SOMALI RELA- 
TIONS AND DRIVING SOMALIS FURTHER AWAY FROM "PROGRESSIVE 
CAMP." 
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